
 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – March 22, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Kasko.  After the pledge of 

allegiance the Mayor asked that we think about those injured and killed in the terrorist 

attacks in Belgium earlier today.  Roll call was then taken.  Mayor Kasko, Commissioner 

Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the meetings of March 8, 2016 meeting.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli seconded he motion, which was then approved unanimously by the 

Commissioners. 

 

Mayor Kasko read the proclamation naming March 2016 as Women's History Month and 

presented it to Marie DiMatties, from The Haddon Fortnightly, Debbe Mervine, of the 

Evening Membership Division of The Haddon Fortnightly, and Alice Connelly, of The 

Haddon League, also a part of The Haddon Fortnightly.  Ms. DiMatties thanked the 

Commissioners for the proclamation and support.  She noted that The Haddon Fortnightly 

is now 121 years old.  She invited all the women to come join the organization.  Ms. 

Connelly commented that The Haddon League is a regrouping of the original Juniors 

Group. 

 

Ordinance 2016-02 was then introduced for second reading, which is a new Code 

chapter entitled Smoking Prohibited.  Mayor Kasko provided a brief explanation of the 

ordinance and opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Kirk Peterson, Lakeview Avenue, commented that signs should be placed at the parks 

where smoking is not prohibited, but asked that the posts from the current signage at 

those areas be used.  Additionally, if this disallows smoking on public walkways, then any 

outdoor ashtrays should be removed and signage posted.  Lastly Mr. Peterson noted that 

there is a problem with cigarette butts on the ground in the downtown area, specifically 

in Kings Court and on Haddy Lane.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that this prohibits 

smoking in the public parks, but not on the public right-of-ways.  Mayor Kasko noted that 

we might want to consider that in the future.  He also pointed out that there is a litter 

ordinance that would govern the butts on the ground.  This ordinance is being done for 

all the health issues dealing with second hand smoke.  As an added bonus our 

Sustainable Haddonfield will be able to get points towards their recertification because 

of this ordinance.  Mr. Peterson asked if the Board of Education (BOE) had regulations on 

smoking on their properties.  Mayor Kasko replied that he belied they did. 

 

As there were no further questions asked Mayor Kasko made a motion to close the public 

hearing on the ordinance and adopt it on second reading.  Commissioner Rochford 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Next, Ordinance 2016-03 was introduced for first reading, which adopts a 

Redevelopment Plan.  Mayor Kasko provided a brief explanation and noted that the 



 

 

Board of Commissioners is accepting the technical changes made to the plan by the 

Planning Board (PB), as well as their recommendation to approve the. Plan. 

 

Mr. Peterson asked if the PB was recommending either an office building or bed & 

breakfast (B&B). For Lullworth Hall.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that Lullworth Hall is 

being recommended for either office space, a B&B, or residential living.  The breakdown 

for the entire property is almost exactly 50% as open space and 50% as redevelopment.  

Mr. Peterson commented that he has been suggesting for some time now that there be 

an entertainment use somewhere on this site and suggested that a covered stage be 

incorporated that could face an athletic field earmarked for the Coolley Hall area.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the Borough is only looking at the redevelopment 

portion and demolition at this time right now.  He noted that the developer would not be 

developing the entire site.  Mr. Peterson asked if the Borough would be preserving the 

trees and buffer area nearest KingsHighway.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that this is 

laid out as an objective of the plan.  Mayor Kasko pointed out that on page 8 there is a 

map for review.  Additionally, the plan allows for maximum flexibility, which is what is 

important. 

 

Chris Schultz, W. Redman Avenue, noted that previously the Carriage House was a part 

of the Lullworth Hall property, but now she sees that it is separated in the map and asked 

what caused this change.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that to include the 

outbuildings with Lullworth Hall makes that parcel about three (3) acres.  There is a 

concern that this makes that property too difficult to sell as a private office.  He noted 

that this did not mean that the Borough would be destroying the Carriage House.  Ms. 

Schultz noted that a B&B might like to have the additional land.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

stated that the Borough would then amend the plan to reflect that.  Ms. Schultz asked 

for confirmation that there were no predetermined uses for the property.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied that there are no predetermined uses.  Ms. Schultz finished by 

commenting on the various historic buildings on the site and the need to preserve them. 

 

Mr. Peterson then mentioned the stone building put in by Bancroft NeuroHealth, which is 

used as a craft building.  He did not want to see that building torn down and asked how 

it could be preserved.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the Borough is aware of that 

building and there are no plans to tear it down at this time. 

 

Mary Fagan, Merion Avenue, asked if the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), the 

Environmental Commissioner (EC), and other such relevant boards review this plan.  

Mayor Kasko replied that they have done so, but not formally.  Only the PB is required to 

review the plan.  He did point out, however, that those entities would be involved for the 

development portion, as well as the open space areas.  Ms. Fagan asked if a traffic study 

for the area was required.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the New Jersey 

Residential Site Improvement Standards (RSIS) requires such a study. 

 

As no further questions were asked, Mayor Kasko thanked the PB and Commissioners. For 

their work on this plan.  It has taken a long time to get to this point.  He also thanked the 

Borough's professionals for all their work on the plan.  He then stated that the Public 

hearing on the ordinance would be held in two weeks at the April 12, 2016 regularly 



 

 

scheduled Commissioner Meeting.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously on the 

ordinance on first reading. 

 

Ordinance 2016-04 was then introduced for first reading, which preserves a CAP bank.  

Mayor Kasko briefly explained the ordinance and stated that the Public Hearing would 

be held at the April 12, 2016 regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting.  As no questions 

were asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve to ordinance on first 

reading. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli, and Commissioner Rochford approved the 

following resolutions as no comments were made, nor questions asked: 

 

2016-03-22-041 Authorization for Emergency Temporary Appropriations 

2016-03-22-042 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2016-03-22-043 Authorization to Issue Check(s) - Overpayment of Taxes 

2016-03-22-044 Authorization to Introduce the 2016 Borough Budget 

2016-03-22-045 Authorization to Approve Change order No. 2 - Library Improvements 

2016-03-22-046 Authorization to Approve Change Order No. 3 - Library Improvements 

2016-03-22-047 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 

2016-03-22-048 Authorization to Issue Taxicab Owner & Driver Licenses - Premier 

Transportation 

2016-03-22-049 Authorization to Approve Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC Event - Girls' 

Night Out 

2016-03-22-050 Authorization to Approve Appointment - Auditor - Bowman & Co. 

 

After Resolution 2016-03-22-051 was introduced, which authorizes the approval for the 

issuance or replacement bonds, Mr. Peterson asked if there is money that we still owe in 

association with these bonds.  Mayor Kasko replied that the Borough had to separate the 

general fund from the water/sewer fund, which were combined in these bonds.  This 

allows for the payment of the water/sewer fund portion of the bonds.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied the Borough still has the water/sewer fund bonds that still exist; we are 

holding that payment off until the bonds mature.  As there were no further questions 

asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Resolution 2016-03-22-052 was then introduced, which authorizes the signing of a shared 

services agreement with the Board of Education (BOE) regarding filed lighting at Stadium 

Field.  Mary Fagan thanked the Commissioners for this agreement and asked if there 

would be dimmers on the lights that are installed.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that 

he is not aware of any dimmers, but that can certainly be looked into.  He then reviewed 

the full scope of the work that will be done for this project.  The Borough Administrator 

also commented that the vendor will be utilizing the existing electrical connection.  Ms. 

Fagan noted that the full lighting system will not be required for each event. 

 

Ms. Schultz asked who will be responsible for the maintenance of the new lights.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the project itself is split 55-45% with the Borough 

taking on the higher percentage.  The maintenance will be the responsibility of the BOE. 

 



 

 

Ms. Fagan inquired as to whether or not there were options on what types of poles would 

be used.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that steel was the medium quoted.  The 

Administrator noted that this is the material used for the poles at Crows Woods. 

 

Ms. Schultz asked if the lights would be on timers or switches and who would be in charge 

of that.  The administrator replied that there would be a switch to turn the lights on and 

off, while Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the BOE would be responsible for putting 

someone in charge of that function.  Mayor Kasko pointed out that there are policies 

that the BOE would have to determine for these lights. 

 

Mr. Peterson asked if the lights would affect the residents on Hopkins Lane.  The 

Commissioners are agreed that they would affect those on Hopkins Lane.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli also noted that the Borough has already received complaints on the lights 

because the shields have shifted. 

 

As there were no further questions the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 

resolution. 

 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, introduce 

themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance was Arabella Szkotak, 

S. Hinchman Avenue.  No questions were asked at this time. 

 

Mayor Kasko then opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Ms. Schultz addressed the Commissioners regarding a letter recently received from the 

Borough to herself and residents in her neighborhood regarding the plan to institute 

safety measures around Elizabeth Haddon School.  She is concerned about the 4-way 

stop, which she believes will cause major traffic gridlock.  There is already a bottleneck 

effect with the existing two-way stop.  She also noted that the current on-street parking 

is an issue for the residents.  Ms. Schultz then commented that West End Avenue should 

be where the 4-way stop is placed.  She asked that further investigations be done before 

moving forward, as well as asking if the Central/Middle School area would be getting 

any 4-way stops and about the parking issues at Tatem School.  Commissioner Rochford 

replied that they would not due to the speed tables that were previously constructed on 

Lincoln Avenue.  He further noted that the Commissioners are reviewing the requests that 

have been received for the E. Haddon School area, but no decisions have been made 

at this time.  The Administrator indicated that there has been minimal feedback at this 

point.  Ms. Schultz stated that speeding cannot be regulated by stop signs.  The Police 

Chief noted that the stop signs are for line-of-sight issues.  As for the parking at Tatem it 

has been dealt with.  He further explained that the issue at Tatem was regarding safety; 

with the way people were parking there was no way an emergency vehicle could have 

gone down that street.  Ms. Schultz asked if a parking study had been done for her area.  

The Chief replied that speed studies have been done in the general area, specifically on 

Avondale Avenue.  She further commented that speeding is not the issue in her area, the 

issue is the parents stopping and waiting for their children.  The Chief encouraged parents 

to walk their kids to school.  Ms. Schultz agreed that the town is a walkable town.  

Additionally, we need to reduce the car emissions and mentioned the various groups 

and plans that encourage walking – Sustainable Haddonfield and the Safe Routes to 



 

 

School (SRTS).  She then reviewed information from a traffic study done at Tatem School 

where the restrictions are being ignored.  The Chief noted that the police have been 

ticketing at Tatem School for those illegally parked.  Once Ms. Schultz suggested that the 

drop off area for Elizabeth Haddon School could be changed to Mount Vernon and 

other street, Mayor Kasko stated that it is the parents who are stopping where they are 

for drop off.  The Chief also pointed out that the Borough cannot introduce legislation 

that would force moving the drop off areas.  Commissioner Rochford noted that this is 

why the Commissioners have reached out to the neighbors for their input.  Ms. Schultz 

then asked if the Police Department and the Commissioners are working with the school 

district on this issue and commented that the BOE is looking at putting in cut outs at all 

the schools for drop off zones.  Mayor Kasko replied that 4-way stops and parking issues 

are separate from putting in cutouts.  Commissioner Moscatelli explained that the BOE is 

looking into eliminating the grassy/muddy park strip areas where parents are currently 

dropping their children off.  That possibility has to be reviewed before it can be done and 

pointed out this if that was done it would not mean that the area is a drop off zone.  Ms. 

Schultz asked what the next step is in this process.  Commissioner Rochford replied that 

we are waiting for more feedback and asked Ms. Schultz to send a detailed email in with 

her comments on this topic.  As a last comment, Ms. Schultz noted that there are times 

when getting an emergency vehicle down Avondale would also be impossible due to 

the parking. 

 

Tom Schultz, W. Redman Avenue, asked, per the recent letter from the Commissioners, if 

Redman Avenue was going to be designated as No Stopping/Standing or No Parking.  

The Police Chief replied that during school hours it would be No Parking.  Commissioner 

Rochford noted that this was also done on Belmont Avenue because of high school 

parking issues and no complaints were received.  The Chief further noted that the 

Borough is not rushing into anything on this problem.  Mayor Kasko also noted that the 

school Principals are open to getting safety information out to the parents, which is an 

avenue the Commissioners may use to request input from parents.  A suggestion was 

made to have someone talk to the parents on these problems at PTA meetings.  Various 

other options were briefly mentioned. 

 

Mr. Peterson suggested that the Borough should work with the schools to minimize the 

traffic around the schools.  He also noted that there are time during the day where there 

are parked cars on both sides of Redman, which should be looked at to see if that could 

be changed.  Lastly, he pointed out that the Traffic and Pedestrian Safety (TAPS) group, 

which is now defunct, once suggested that drop off zones should be moved to the back 

of the schools where possible. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments Mayor Kasko announced that there 

would be a special public meeting held on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. to 

adopt the Redevelopment Plan Ordinance, which has been introduced at this meeting; 

Ordinance 2016-03.  He finished by wishing everyone a Happy Easter. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 



 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 


